
Edgecombe County Response to S.L. 2018-69 

 

 

Sec. 1-7. General Penalty 

 

- (f) Any provision of this Code or other ordinance of the county may be enforced by 

any one or more of the remedies authorized by G.S. 153A-123.   

 

Sec. 4-8. Penalties. 

 

- (1) The violation of any provision of this article shall be a misdemeanor, and any person 

convicted of such violation shall be punishable as provided in G.S. 14-4, or other 

applicable law.  Each day’s violation of this article is a separate offense.  Payment of a 

fine imposed in criminal proceedings pursuant to this subsection does not relieve a 

person of his liability for taxes, fees or civil penalties imposed under this article. 

 

Sec. 4-136. Enforcement. 

 

- (d)(1) Criminal offenses.  A violation of any provision of this article constitutes a 

misdemeanor and shall be punishable as provided in G.S. 14-4.  Each day’s continuing 

violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

Sec. 6-66. In rem action by inspector placarding. 

 

- (a) After failure of an owner of a dwelling or dwelling unit to comply with an order of 

the inspector issued pursuant to the provision of this article, and upon adoption by the 

county board of commissioners ordinance authorizing and directing him to do so, as 

provided by G.S. 160A-443(5) and section 6-64(c) of this article, the inspector shall 

proceed to cause such dwelling or dwelling unit to be repaired, altered, or improved to 

comply with the minimum standards of fitness established by this article or to be 

vacated and closed and removed or demolished, as directed by the ordinance of the 

board of commissioners and shall cause to be posted on the main entrance of such 

dwelling or dwelling unit a placard with the following words: "This building is unfit 

for human habitation; the use or occupation of this building for human habitation is 

prohibited and unlawful." Occupation of a building so posted shall constitute a 

misdemeanor. 

 

Sec. 6-71. Violations; penalty. 

 

- (a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dwelling or dwelling unit to fail, neglect 

or refuse to repair, alter or improve the same, or to vacate and close and remove or 

demolish the same, upon the inspection duly made and served as provided in this 

article, within the time specified in such order, and for its repair, alteration or 

improvement or its vacation and such closing, and each day that such a misdemeanor 

exists constitutes a separate offense as provided by G.S. 14-4. 



- (b)  The violation of any provision of this article shall constitute a misdemeanor, as 

provided by G.S. 14-4. 

 

Sec. 8-35. Restrictions on possession, transportation, and transfer of dangerous weapons and 

substances. 

 

- (a) The proclamation may prohibit the transportation or possession of one's own 

premises, or the sale or purchase of any dangerous weapon or substance. The chair may 

exempt from some or all of the restrictions classes of people whose possession, transfer, 

or transportation of certain dangerous weapons or substances is necessary to the 

preservation of the public health, safety, or welfare. The proclamation shall state the 

exempted classes and the restrictions from which each is exempted. (b) The term 

"dangerous weapon or substance" means: (1) Any deadly weapon, ammunition, 

incendiary devise, explosive, gasoline, or other instrument or substance designed for a 

use that carries a threat of serious bodily injury or destruction of property. (2) Any other 

instrument or substance that is capable of being used to inflict serious bodily injury or 

destruction of property, when the circumstances indicate that there is some probability 

that such instrument or substance will be so destructively used. (3) Any part or 

ingredient in any instrument or substance included in this subsection (b). (c) Any 

person violating any prohibition or restriction imposed by a proclamation authorized 

by this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable upon conviction by a fine 

not exceeding $50.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, as provided by G.S. 14-

4. 

 

Sec. 8-122. Enforcement of article provisions. 

 

- The office of the county manager shall be the enforcing agency for the regulations 

contained in this article. Such office will: (1) Receive all franchise proposals from 

potential providers. (2) Study each proposal for conformance to this article. (3) With 

the approval of the council, recommend to the board of commissioners the award of 

the franchises to the applicants submitting the best proposals. (4) Inspect the premises, 

vehicles, equipment, and personnel of franchisees to ensure compliance to this article 

and perform any other inspections that may be required. (5) With the approval of the 

council, recommend to the board of commissioners the temporary or permanent 

suspension of a franchise in the event of noncompliance with the franchise terms of 

this article; and recommend the imposition of misdemeanor or civil penalties as 

provided therein. (6) Ensure by cooperative agreement with other ambulance services 

the continued service in a district where an ambulance service franchise has been 

suspended. (7) Receive monthly reports from ambulance services and consolidate the 

same into a quarterly summary for review by the council and the county. (8) Receive 

complaints from the public, other enforcing agencies, and ambulance services 

regarding franchise infractions; review the complaint with the council; and obtain 

corrective action with the approval of the council. (9) With the approval of the council, 

recommend improvements to the county which will ensure better medical 

transportation. (10) Maintain all records required by this article and other applicable 

county regulations. (11) Perform such of the functions described in this section as may 



be requested by any municipality within the county. (12) Serve as staff to the county 

emergency medical services council on all matters that pertain to the council. 

 

Sec. 10-1. Smoking.  

 

- (a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, 

shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context 

clearly indicates a different meaning: Smoking means the inhaling, exhaling, burning 

or carrying of a lighted pipe, cigar, cigarette or other combustible tobacco product. (b) 

Prohibited in county buildings. It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke in any 

building or facility or portion of a building or facility now or hereafter owned, leased, 

operated, occupied, managed or controlled by the county, except those areas exempted 

by subsection (c) of this section. (c) Exemptions. This section shall not apply to the 

following: (1) Designated lounges for county employees; (2) The county jail; (3) The 

lower and upper lobbies of the county courthouse; (4) The lobby of the auditorium 

located on the first floor of the county administrative building; and (5) The auditorium 

located on the first floor of the county administrative building when the representative 

designated by the agency or group holding a meeting, function, or other activity 

pursuant to the "Guidelines For Use Of Edgecombe County Administrative Building 

Auditorium" authorizes or permits smoking during the meeting, function or other 

activity being sponsored by the agency, department or group authorized to use the 

auditorium pursuant to such guidelines. (d) Penalty. Violation of this section shall 

constitute a misdemeanor punishable in accordance with section 1-7. 

 

Sec. 10-82. Penalty for violation of article. (Noise) 

 

- Penalty for violation of article. Violation of this article shall be a misdemeanor and 

punishable as provided in G.S. 14-4. 

 

Sec. 19-477. Penalties for permitting access to confidential records.  

 

- G.S. 153A-98 provides that any public official or employee who knowingly and 

willfully permits any person to have access to any confidential information contained 

in an employee personnel file, except as expressly authorized by the designated 

custodian, is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in an amount 

consistent with the state statutes. 

 

Sec. 19-478. Examining and/or copying confidential material without authorization.  

 

- G.S. 153A-98 provides that any person, not specifically authorized to have access to a 

personnel file designated as confidential, who shall knowingly and willfully examine 

in its official filing place, remove or copy any portion of a confidential personnel file 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined consistent with the 

state statutes. 

 

Sec. 19-479. Destruction of records regulated.  



- No public official may destroy, sell, loan, or otherwise dispose of any public record, 

except in accordance with G.S. 121.5(b), without the consent of the state department 

of cultural resources. Whoever unlawfully removes a public record from the office 

where it is usually kept, or whoever, alters, defaces, mutilates or destroys it will be 

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction will be fined in an amount provided in 

G.S. 132.3. 

 

Sec. 20-38. Enforcement and standards. 

 

- (b) The unauthorized damage to removal or possession of a road sign shall constitute a 

violation of this section and shall constitute a misdemeanor and the offender shall be 

subject to one or more of the penalties and remedies provided for in subsection (c) of 

this section. 

 

Sec. 22-1. Authority and responsibility.  

 

- (a) Rules and regulations. The county has adopted the following rules and regulations 

for solid waste, recycling, collection and disposal for the general health and welfare of 

the citizens of the county under the authority granted under G.S. 153A-136 and shall 

govern the management, storage, collection, transportation, disposal and recycling of 

solid waste throughout the county except that theses regulations shall not apply to the 

corporate municipalities of the City of Rocky Mount, Towns of Tarboro, Pinetops, 

Macclesfield and Princeville. (b) Solid waste receptacles. Solid waste receptacles are 

maintained throughout the county for the convenience of county residents. Solid waste 

may be deposited in the receptacles, for eventual disposal at the landfill, only by the 

residents who reside outside of the corporate area of the municipalities of Rocky 

Mount, Tarboro, Pinetops, Macclesfield and Princeville. (c) Enforcement. (1) Criminal 

penalty. Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable 

in accordance with section 1-7. Each violation and each day's violation shall be treated 

as a separate offense. 

 

Sec. 22-41. Enforcement. 

 

- (a) Criminal penalty. Any person violating this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 

punishable in accordance with section 1-7.  Each day’s continuing violation shall be a 

separate and distinct offense. 

 

Sec. 26-232. Penalties and remedies. (Water and Sewer System Collection and Management) 

 

- (b) A violation of any of the following sections shall constitute a misdemeanor, 

punishable as provided in G.S. 14-4; G.S. 17-26, 17-61(a), and (b), 17-76, 17-77, 17-

138, 17-145, 17-147. 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A – Well Ordinance 

 

Sec. 1.1. General Provisions. 

 

- (e) Penalties. Any person who willfully violates any provision of these regulations, or 

any order issued pursuant thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. As provided by 

G.S. 130A-18, the health director may also institute an action in the Edgecombe County 

Superior Court for injunctive relief. All other remedies provided by state law shall be 

available to the health director. 

 

Sec. 5-1. Violations.  

 

- Any of the following shall be a violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to the 

enforcement remedies and penalties provided by this article and by state law. 5-1.1. 

Development without permit. A "development without a permit" violation means to 

engage in any development, use, construction, remodeling or other activities of any 

nature upon the land or improvements thereon subject to the jurisdiction of this 

ordinance without required permits, certificates or other forms of authorization as set 

forth in this ordinance. 5-1.2. Development inconsistent with permit. A "development 

inconsistent with a permit" violation means to engage in any development, use, 

construction, remodeling, or other activity of any nature in any way inconsistent with 

any approved plan, permit, certificate, or other form of authorization granted for such 

activity. 5-1.3. Violation by act or omission. A "violation by act or omission" means to 

violate, by act or omission, any term, variance or waiver, condition, or qualification 

placed by the board of commissioners or its authorized boards upon any required 

permit, certificate or other form of authorization for the use, development or other 

activity upon land or improvements thereon. 5-1.4. Use in violation. A "use in 

violation" means to erect, construct, reconstruct, alter, repair, convert, maintain or use 

any building or structure or to use any land in violation or contravention of this 

ordinance, or any other regulation made under the authority conferred thereby. 5-1.5. 

Subdivide in violation. A "subdivide in violation" means to subdivide land in violation 

of this ordinance or transfer or sell land by reference to, exhibition of, or any other use 

of a plat or map showing a subdivision of the land before the plat or map has been 

properly approved under this ordinance and recorded in the office of the register of 

deeds. The description by metes and bounds in the instrument of transfer or other 

document used in the process of selling or transferring land does not exempt the 

transaction from violation of this ordinance. 5-1.6. Continue a violation. Each day's 

violation of any provision of this ordinance is a separate and distinct offense. 

 

Sec. 5-4. Penalties and remedies. 

 

- 5-4.6. Criminal penalties. Any violation of this ordinance shall be a misdemeanor or 

infraction as provided by G.S. 14-4. 

 

Sec. 10-1. Regulation of subdivision in general 

 



- 10-1.2. Approval Required 

- (B) No subdivision without approval. No real property, including property declared 

under the N.C. Condominium Act, G.S. 47C-1 et. seq., lying within the Edgecombe 

County Planning Jurisdiction as now or hereafter fixed shall be subdivided except in 

conformance with all applicable provisions of this article. Violation of this section shall 

be a misdemeanor. 

 

Sec. 12-1. Watershed protection overlay district regulations.  

 

- The watershed protection overlay districts are designed to protect designated public 

water supply watershed from activities that could degrade water quality. These two 

separate watershed protection overlay districts have been established, both of which 

are within a public water supply watershed that has been classified by the State of North 

Carolina as a WS-IV watershed: The WCA, watershed critical area overlay district 

consists of that portion of the Tar River public water supply watershed designated by 

the NC Environmental Management Commission which is located within the 

Edgecombe County planning Jurisdiction and which is located one-half mile upstream 

from a public water supply intake located directly in the Tar River or the ridge line of 

the watershed, whichever comes first. The WPA, watershed protected area overlay 

district consists of that portion of the Tar River public water supply watersheds 

designated by the NC Environmental Management Commission which are located 

within the Edgecombe County Planning Jurisdiction and which are located within ten 

miles upstream from and draining to the public water supply intake on the Tar River or 

to the ridge line of the watershed, whichever comes first. The provisions of this 

ordinance shall apply within the areas designated as a Public Water Supply Watershed 

by the N.C. Environmental Management Commission and shall be defined and 

established on the Official Watershed Map of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 

which is adopted simultaneously herewith. The watershed map is hereby made a part 

of this ordinance, and will be permanently kept on file in the Edgecombe County 

Planning Office. The watershed administrator is hereby established to be the same as 

the zoning administrator, and will take action on any remedy for violation of any 

portion of this ordinance. If a ruling of the watershed administrator is questioned, the 

aggrieved party or parties may appeal such ruling to the watershed review board, 

hereby established as the board of adjustment. 

 

- 12-2.8. Penalties for violation. Violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure 

to comply with any of its requirements, including violation of conditions and 

safeguards established in connection with grants of variance or special exceptions, shall 

constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this ordinance or fails to comply 

with any of its requirements shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than 

$50.00 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days, or both. Each day such violation 

continues shall be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall 

prevent Edgecombe County from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to 

prevent or remedy any violation. 

 

 



Sec. 12-2.11. Duties and responsibilities of the floodplain administrator. Duties of the floodplain 

administrator shall include, but not be limited to:  

 

- (16) Issue stop-work orders as required. Whenever a building or part thereof is being 

constructed, reconstructed, altered, or repaired in violation of this ordinance, the 

floodplain administrator may order the work to be immediately stopped. The stop-work 

order shall be in writing and directed to the person doing the work. The stop-work order 

shall state the specific work to be stopped, the specific reason(s) for the stoppage, and 

the condition(s) under which the work may be resumed. Violation of a stop-work order 

constitutes a misdemeanor. 

 

Sec. 12-2.12. Corrective procedures.  

 

- (5) Failure to comply with order: If the owner of a building or property fails to comply 

with an order to take corrective action from which no appeal has been taken, or fails to 

comply with an order of the governing body following an appeal, he shall be guilty of 

a misdemeanor and shall be punished in the discretion of the court. 

 

Edgecombe County Unified Development Ordinance 

 

Section 5-4.6 Criminal Penalties 

 

 Any violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor or infraction as provided by NCGS 

14-4. 


